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Remarks on Signing the Human Rights Proclamation
December 5, 1995

Thank you very much. Thank you for being
here. And most important of all, thank you for
your commitment to the people of Bosnia, for
your care and your courage.

Many of you in this room have worked
throughout the war to stop the human rights
abuses that horrified the world and to ease the
suffering of the people of Bosnia. Now the Bal-
kan leaders have ended the war and have made
a commitment to peace, so that now I can say
to you, we need your help more than ever to
make sure the peace takes hold and endures.

I have just had a remarkable meeting in the
Oval Office with a group of Bosnians who just
came in and took their seats. They were forced
to flee their country, and they have resettled
in ours: the Capin family, the Ibisevic family,
and Dr. Oljaca. They are all here with me. They
bear witness to loved ones lost, homes de-
stroyed, careers shattered, families separated.
They can tell us what it’s like to leave the land
they love, where they were born and went to
school, where they married and raised families,
where they should have been able to enjoy the
basic human right to build a good future in
peace.

These people and so many more like them
are the human faces of the war in Bosnia. They
are the story behind the unbelievable numbers
of a quarter of a million dead, 2 million people
displaced, more than half the population of pre-
war Bosnia.

Many of you have actually witnessed and doc-
umented the war’s atrocities firsthand, the exe-
cutions, the ethnic cleansing, the rape of young
women and girls as a tool of war, the endless
lines of despairing refugees. We cannot bring
back the war’s victims. So many of them were
little children. We cannot erase its horrors. But
because the parties have said they will turn from
war to peace, we can now prevent further suf-
fering; we can now shine the light of justice
in Bosnia; we can now help its people build
a future of hope.

All of us have a role to play. This weekend,
as you all know, I visited our troops in Germany,
those who will soon set off for Bosnia not to
make war but to wage peace. Each side in Bos-
nia has asked NATO to help secure their peace

agreement, to make sure the armies withdraw
behind the separation lines and stay there, to
maintain the cease-fire so that the war does
not start again, to give all the parties the mutual
confidence they need so that all will keep their
word. Creating a climate of security is the nec-
essary first step toward rebuilding and reconcili-
ation. That is NATO’s mission, and it must be
America’s mission.

I have to say that the families who just visited
with me said repeatedly that they felt that the
presence of Americans in Bosnia, the American
troops, was absolutely critical to giving the peo-
ple of Bosnia the confidence they need to be-
lieve that they can once again live in peace
together as they did before the war.

I am absolutely convinced that our goals are
clear, they are limited, and they are achievable
in about a year’s time. I’m also satisfied that
we have taken every possible precaution to mini-
mize the risks to our troops. They will take
their orders from the American general who
commands NATO; there will be no confusing
chain of command. Our troops are very well-
trained, and they will be heavily armed. They
will have very clear rules of engagement that
will allow them to respond immediately and de-
cisively to any threat to their security.

The climate of security NATO creates in Bos-
nia will allow a separate, broad international re-
lease effort for relief and reconstruction to
begin. That’s where many of you come in. I
cannot overstate the importance of that effort.
For peace to endure, the people of Bosnia must
receive the tangible benefits of peace. They
must have the food, the medicine, the shelter,
the clothing so many have been denied for so
long. Roads must be repaired, the schools and
hospitals rebuilt, the factories and shops refur-
bished and reopened. Families must be reunited
and refugees returned home. Elections must be
held so that those devoted to reconciliation can
lead their people to a future together. And those
guilty of war crimes must be punished, because
no peace will long endure without justice.

Over the next year the civilian relief and re-
construction effort will help to realize the prom-
ise of peace and give it a life of its own. It
can so change the face of Bosnia that by the
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time the NATO mission is ready to leave, the
people of Bosnia will have a much, much great-
er stake in peace than in war. That must be
all of our goals.

Once the people of Bosnia lived in peace.
Many people have forgotten that, but it wasn’t
so very long ago. It can happen again. It must
happen again. And every one of us must do
what we can to make sure that the stakes of
peace and the faces of children are uppermost
in the minds of the people of Bosnia when
the NATO mission is completed.

Sunday is International Human Rights Day,
the anniversary of the adoption by the United
Nations of the universal declaration of human
rights in 1948. For nearly 4 years the war in
Bosnia did terrible violence to the principles
of that declaration. It destroyed hundreds of
thousands of lives. It ruined countless futures.

But on this Human Rights Day, we have
something to celebrate. The war in Bosnia is
over. The peace, however, is just beginning. To-
gether, if we work hard to help it take hold,
to help it endure, on the next Human Rights
Day, the faces of Bosnia will not be the victims
of war but the beneficiaries of peace.

I am now very pleased to sign this proclama-
tion designating December 10th, 1995 as
Human Rights Day, and December 10th
through 16th as Human Rights Week. Let us
make sure that for the next year, it will be
a human rights year in Bosnia.

Thank you very much.

[At this point the President signed the proclama-
tion.]

You look at these children, and they make
you smile. They should not have to come here
to look as good as they look and to be as happy
as they are. I’m glad they’re here. I’m honored
to have such fine people strengthening the fab-
ric of America. They are very welcome here.
But the people like them who want to live at
home and raise their children to look just like
this ought to have the same rights. That’s what
this piece of paper is all about.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:42 a.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. The
proclamation is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

Message to the Congress on Administration of Export Controls
December 5, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
In order to take additional steps with respect

to the national emergency described and de-
clared in Executive Order No. 12924 of August
19, 1994, and continued on August 15, 1995,
necessitated by the expiration of the Export Ad-
ministration Act on August 20, 1994, I hereby
report to the Congress that pursuant to section
204(b) of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(b) (‘‘the
Act’’), I have today exercised the authority grant-
ed by the Act to issue an Executive order (a
copy of which is attached) to revise the existing
procedures for processing export license applica-
tions submitted to the Department of Com-
merce.

The Executive order establishes two basic
principles for processing export license applica-
tions submitted to the Department of Com-
merce under the Act and the Regulations, or

under any renewal of, or successor to, the Ex-
port Administration Act and the Regulations.
First, all such license applications must be re-
solved or referred to me for resolution no later
than 90 calendar days after they are submitted
to the Department of Commerce. Second, the
Departments of State, Defense, and Energy, and
the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency will
have the authority to review any such license
application. In addition, the Executive order sets
forth specific procedures including intermediate
time frames, for review and resolution of such
license applications.

The Executive order is designed to make the
licensing process more efficient and transparent
for exporters while ensuring that our national
security, foreign policy, and nonproliferation in-
terests remain fully protected.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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